Safety for four million Dutch citizens

Room for the River
a safer and more
attractive rivers region

Reason

The water in the rivers reached
extremely high levels in 1993
and 1995. 250,000 people had
to be evacuated in 1995.

Budget
€ 2.3 billion

Planning
Start: 2007
Completion: 2015

Current maximum discharge
capacity
15,000 m3/sec

Discharge capacity on

completion
16,000 m3/sec

_\/ Photo: Emergency repairs with sandbags at Ochten during the high water levels in 1995. Source: Rijkswaterstaat

Room for the River These measures jointly comprise the Room for
The area available for the rivers has decreased the River Programme. In addition to safety, the
continually during the past centuries. The rivers Room for the River Programme is investing in
are confined by increasingly higher dikes and environmental quality: the rivers region is being
more and more people live behind the dikes. made more attractive and appealing. The region
At the same time the land behind the dikes will offer more room to nature and recreation.
has sunk due to settlement (soil subsidence).
In addition, since it now rains harder and more Who is carrying out the plans?
frequently the rivers need to discharge a A total of 17 partners — the provinces,
continually increasing volume of water. In the municipalities, water boards and Rijkswaterstaat
most unfavourable situation a dike breach are cooperating in the implementation of the
could put 4 million Dutch citizens in danger. Room for the River Programme.

The Minister of Transport, Public Works and
For this reason the government is implementing Water Management bears the overall
measures to increase safety by protecting the responsibility for the Programme.

rivers region from future floods. The rivers will
be given more room at a total of 39 locations.
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How will the river be given more room?

Lowering of floodplains

X

Lowering (excavating) an area of the flood-
plain increases the room for the river at high
water levels.

Dike relocation
<=

Relocating a dike land inwards increases the
width of the floodplains and provides more
room for the river.

Depoldering
<=

The dike on the river side of a polder

is relocated land inwards. The polder is
depoldered and water can flood the area
at high water levels.

Deepening summer bed

The river bed is deepened by excavating the
surface layer of the river bed. The deepened
river bed provides more room for the river.

Lowering groynes

Groynes stabilise the location of the river
and ensure that the river remains at the
correct depth.

However, at high water levels groynes can
form an obstruction to the flow of water in
the river. Lowering groynes increases the
flow rate of the water in the river.

Removing obstacles

Removing or modifying obstacles in the
river bed where possible, or modifying
them, increases the flow rate of

the water in the river.
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Water storage

The Volkerak-Zoommeer lake provides for
temporary water storage when exceptional
conditions result in the combination of a
closed storm surge barrier and high river
discharges to the sea.

High-water channel

A high-water channel is a diked area that
branches off from the main river to discharge
some of the water via a separate route.

Strengthening dikes

Dikes are strengthened in areas in which
creating more room for the river is not
an option.

www.roomfortheriver.nl




